Using nursing perspectives to inform public health nursing workforce development.
Recent national and regional public health workforce development efforts have been conducted through a framework of public health services research. Public health nurses (PHNs) are the single largest professional group in the formal public health system, and thus have the greatest potential for positively impacting our community health systems. Effective public health workforce development is contingent on examination of how PHNs themselves make meaning of their practice. This paper suggests that a nursing perspective should be used from which to conduct research surrounding PHN practice. Literature describing PHN practice and recent workforce assessment efforts are reviewed. Assumptions are identified regarding the nature of nursing knowledge, and a theoretical perspective for inquiry about PHN praxis is developed. Finally, a model is offered to illustrate the reciprocal influence of nursing science and public health nursing practice.